Verb Tense Exercise 5

Top of Form

1. A: Did you like the movie "Star Wars?" 
B: I don't know. I (see, never) [image: image1.wmf]

that movie. 
2. Sam (arrive) [image: image2.wmf]

in San Diego a week ago. 
3. My best friend and I (know) [image: image3.wmf]

each other for over fifteen years. We still get together once a week. 
4. Stinson is a fantastic writer. He (write) [image: image4.wmf]

ten very creative short stories in the last year. One day, he'll be as famous as Hemingway. 
5. I (have, not) [image: image5.wmf]

this much fun since I (be) [image: image6.wmf]

a kid. 
6. Things (change) [image: image7.wmf]

a great deal at Coltech, Inc. When we first (start) [image: image8.wmf]

working here three years ago, the company (have, only) [image: image9.wmf]

six employees. Since then, we (expand) [image: image10.wmf]

to include more than 2000 full-time workers. 
7. I (tell) [image: image11.wmf]

him to stay on the path while he was hiking, but he (wander) [image: image12.wmf]

off into the forest and (be) [image: image13.wmf]

bitten by a snake. 
8. Listen Donna, I don't care if you (miss) [image: image14.wmf]

the bus this morning. You (be) [image: image15.wmf]

late to work too many times. You are fired! 
9. Sam is from Colorado, which is hundreds of miles from the coast, so he (see, never) [image: image16.wmf]

the ocean. He should come with us to Miami. 
10. How sad! George (dream) [image: image17.wmf]

of going to California before he died, but he didn't make it. He (see, never) [image: image18.wmf]

the ocean.
11. In the last hundred years, traveling (become) [image: image19.wmf]

much easier and very comfortable. In the 19th century, it (take) [image: image20.wmf]

two or three months to cross North America by covered wagon. The trip (be) [image: image21.wmf]

very rough and often dangerous. Things (change) [image: image22.wmf]

a great deal in the last hundred and fifty years. Now you can fly from New York to Los Angeles in a matter of hours. 
12. Jonny, I can't believe how much you (change) [image: image23.wmf]

since the last time I (see) [image: image24.wmf]

you. You (grow) [image: image25.wmf]

at least a foot! 
13. This tree (be) [image: image26.wmf]

planted by the settlers who (found) [image: image27.wmf]

our city over four hundred years ago. 
14. This mountain (be, never) [image: image28.wmf]

climbed by anyone. Several mountaineers (try) [image: image29.wmf]

to reach the top, but nobody (succeed, ever) [image: image30.wmf]

. The climb is extremely difficult and many people (die) [image: image31.wmf]

trying to reach the summit. 
15. I (visit, never) [image: image32.wmf]

Africa, but I (travel) [image: image33.wmf]

to South America several times. The last time I (go) [image: image34.wmf]

to South America, I (visit) [image: image35.wmf]

Brazil and Peru. I (spend) [image: image36.wmf]

two weeks in the Amazon, (hike) [image: image37.wmf]

for a week near Machu Picchu, and (fly) [image: image38.wmf]

over the Nazca Lines. 

Using the words in parentheses, complete the text below with the appropriate tenses.

Top of Form

Since computers were first introduced to the public in the early 1980's, technology (change) [image: image39.wmf]

a great deal. The first computers (be) [image: image40.wmf]

simple machines designed for basic tasks. They (have, not) [image: image41.wmf]

much memory and they (be, not) [image: image42.wmf]

very powerful. Early computers were often quite expensive and customers often (pay) [image: image43.wmf]

thousands of dollars for machines which actually (do) [image: image44.wmf]

very little. Most computers (be) [image: image45.wmf]

separate, individual machines used mostly as expensive typewriters or for playing games. 
Times (change) [image: image46.wmf]

. Computers (become) [image: image47.wmf]

powerful machines with very practical applications. Programmers (create) [image: image48.wmf]

a large selection of useful programs which do everything from teaching foreign languages to bookkeeping. We are still playing video games, but today's games (become) [image: image49.wmf]

faster, more exciting interactive adventures. Many computer users (get, also) [image: image50.wmf]

on the Internet and (begin) [image: image51.wmf]

communicating with other computer users around the world. We (start) [image: image52.wmf]

to create international communities online. In short, the simple, individual machines of the past (evolve) [image: image53.wmf]

into an international World Wide Web of knowledge. 

1. A: What (you, do) [image: image54.wmf]

when the accident occurred? 
B: I (try) [image: image55.wmf]

to change a light bulb that had burnt out. 
2. After I (find) [image: image56.wmf]

the wallet full of money, I (go, immediately) [image: image57.wmf]

to the police and (turn) [image: image58.wmf]

it in. 
3. The doctor (say) [image: image59.wmf]

that Tom (be) [image: image60.wmf]

too sick to go to work and that he (need) [image: image61.wmf]

to stay at home for a couple of days. 
4. Sebastian (arrive) [image: image62.wmf]

at Susan's house a little before 9:00 PM, but she (be, not) [image: image63.wmf]

there. She (study, at the library) [image: image64.wmf]

for her final examination in French. 
5. Sandy is in the living room watching television. At this time yesterday, she (watch, also) [image: image65.wmf]

television. That's all she ever does! 
6. A: I (call) [image: image66.wmf]

you last night after dinner, but you (be, not) [image: image67.wmf]

there. Where were you? 
B: I (work) [image: image68.wmf]

out at the fitness center. 
7. When I (walk) [image: image69.wmf]

into the busy office, the secretary (talk) [image: image70.wmf]

on the phone with a customer, several clerks (work, busily) [image: image71.wmf]

at their desks, and two managers (discuss, quietly) [image: image72.wmf]

methods to improve customer service. 
8. I (watch) [image: image73.wmf]

a mystery movie on TV when the electricity went out. Now I am never going to find out how the movie ends. 
9. Sharon (be) [image: image74.wmf]

in the room when John told me what happened, but she didn't hear anything because she (listen, not) [image: image75.wmf]

. 
10. It's strange that you (call) [image: image76.wmf]

because I (think, just) [image: image77.wmf]

about you. 
11. The Titanic (cross) [image: image78.wmf]

the Atlantic when it (strike) [image: image79.wmf]

an iceberg. 
12. When I entered the bazaar, a couple of merchants (bargain, busily) [image: image80.wmf]

and (try) [image: image81.wmf]

to sell their goods to naive tourists who (hunt) [image: image82.wmf]

for souvenirs. Some young boys (lead) [image: image83.wmf]

their donkeys through the narrow streets on their way home. A couple of men (argue) [image: image84.wmf]

over the price of a leather belt. I (walk) [image: image85.wmf]

over to a man who (sell) [image: image86.wmf]

fruit and (buy) [image: image87.wmf]

a banana. 
13. The firemen (rescue) [image: image88.wmf]

the old woman who (be) [image: image89.wmf]

trapped on the third floor of the burning building. 
14. She was so annoying! She (leave, always) [image: image90.wmf]

her dirty dishes in the sink. I think she (expect, actually) [image: image91.wmf]

me to do them for her. 
15. Samantha (live) [image: image92.wmf]

in Berlin for more than two years. In fact, she (live) [image: image93.wmf]

there when the Berlin Wall came down. 
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